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UPCOMINGUPCOMING
EVENTSEVENTS
Dec. 9-10
One-Act Plays will begin at 
6 p.m. Waynesville High School 
Auditorium

Dec. 15
Freedom Elementary will 
hold its Choir Concert. 7 p.m. 
Waynesville High School 
Auditorium.

Dec. 16-17
Route 66 Shootout. 
Games begin at 4 p.m. on 16th.
Games begin at 11 a.m. on 17th
Cost: $6 per day or $10 for both 
days. Everyone must pay to 
attend the shootout -- including 
employees -- as these are not 
regular season games. 

Dec. 19-30
Winter Break. 

Jan. 2, 2023
Students return to the 
classroom. 

Jan. 16, 2023
No school in observance of 
Martin Luther King Jr Day. 

Jan. 21, 2023
Waynesville JROTC will host 
the 8th Annual Interservice Drill 
Competition at Waynesville High 
School
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A character with holiday mischief on his mind has been visiting some
Waynesville R-VI schools. The Grinch made an appearance at Thayer
Elementary on Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022. Other programs, like Taylor

Rawling’s class at Williams Early Childhood Center, have been 
participating in Grinch-themed activities that include green slime, green 

headbands and fun dances.

The Grinch visits 
Waynesville R-VI

Partridge hosts 
Gratitude for Grownups

Partridge Elementary hosted a Gratitude for Grownups 
event on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022. Each child was 

provided the book, “How Grizzly Found Gratitude” 
written by Dennis Mathew, children’s book author and 
current Oklahoma City teacher. Mathew zoomed in to 

the event and did a short sing along and read aloud with 
the participants while they enjoyed cookies and coloring 
activities. The Gratitude for Grownups event ended in a 
Q&A with Mathew about the book and even a peak into 

the process of becoming a published author. 



In fourth grade, students at Thayer 
Elementary set a class WIG (wildly 
important goal). When a student 
achieves his/her WIG, the other 
classmates celebrate. Students cheer 
each other on when they are working 
on their WIGs. When students are 
working you hear, “Come on! You’ve 
got this! Only a few more! So proud of 
you!” The students love seeing their 
classmates achieve the goals they 
set. One student stood up and made a 
speech about how his fellow students 
helped him achieve his WIG. He 
thanked them for helping him achieve 
his goal. Students are learning how to 
set goals, but more importantly how to 
help each other succeed when making 
a goal. 

From brass to strings to drums to a full concert band, the 
Waynesville Middle School Band Concert on Dec. 1, 2022, 
offered it all. The Missouri State University Trombone Ensemble 
opened the event with unique arrangements showcasing the 
power of the brass instrument. Next, the Waynesville Youth 
Symphony performed five pieces, followed by the Advanced 
Percussion band’s performance of two tunes. The WMS Concert 
Band performed five pieces and for the finale the Waynesville 
Youth Symphony returned to the stage to join the WMS concert 
band for “A Festival of Carols” by Randall Standridge.  

Encouraging others 
to achieve goals



On a cold Saturday in December, 
Emily Koch found herself on a farm 
dropping the backstop on the shoot as 
cattle were being vaccinated and getting 
their wellness checks. It’s all in a day’s 
work for the agricultural instructor at 
Waynesville Career Center.

“To help students succeed, 
agricultural education utilizes a three-
tier model, which includes classroom/
laboratory instruction, FFA (Future 
Farmers of America), and a supervised 
agricultural experience,” Koch said.

For students with a supervised 
agriculture experience (SAE), Koch 
must check on their progress at their 
worksite. That’s how Koch ended 
up on the Dye Triple JJJ Angus 
Farm to observe Jacob Dye, a junior 
at Waynesville High School, as he 
worked cattle on Dec. 3, 2022, on the 
century farm owned and operated by 
his grandparents Ronnie Joe and Janice 
Dye. 

“SAEs are designed to help students 
gain professional experience and learn 
to manage their finances and time,” 
Koch said. “A great SAE not only lets 
me observe a student working in the 
field of agriculture, but it also opens 
doors to a number of different awards 
and scholarships offered at the local, 
district, state and national levels.” 

SAEs may range from animals or 
row crops on a farm to a garden in the 
country or city to a couple of chickens 
or rabbits being raised in a back yard. 
The goal is to ensure that students 
are learning firsthand an aspect of 
agriculture.

“Agricultural education provides a 
great way for students to learn about a 
variety of agricultural sectors, and to 
develop leadership skills that are needed 
for success in the agricultural industry,” 
Koch said. 

Dye plans to continue in his family’s 
footsteps and pursue a career in 
agriculture. Rather than being nervous 
about his teacher being around him on a 
Saturday, Dye was grateful for the extra 
set of hands to help make the process 
go faster. Dye knew that the sooner the 
family, friends, and his teacher finished 
the work, the sooner they would enjoy 
a country breakfast prepared by his 
grandmother.

It’s all in a day’s work for agriculture instructor

Emily Koch, agriculture instructor, 
and Jacob Dye, junior



Waynesville High School sophomore officers of the 
Student Government Association (SGA), along with WHS 
SGA, hosted a food drive for all WHS students.  Together 
WHS students collected 126 pounds of food to donate to 
the Snack in a Pack Program.

Melanie Mitchell, alternative school principal, invited Fort Leonard Wood soldiers to speak at the alternative school and to 
mentor students as part of the district’s Partners in Education (PIE partners) program. On Dec. 6, 2022, Mitchell met with the 
Fort Leonard Wood units that volunteer to work with schools throughout the Waynesville R-VI School District.  

Columbia College Food Fight raised a total of 980 lbs of 
food for Snack in a Pack.  The participating offices were:

Truman Center
Ed Services - 190 lbs
Lincoln- 8 lbs
Drury- 10 lbs
Webster - 62 lbs
Columbia - 250 lbs

These donations are particularly helpful this time of year 
with the upcoming two-week holiday break. Snack in a Pack 
provides food for students during weekends and holidays to 
approximately 675 students who might otherwise go hungry. 
For more information on Snack in a Pack or to donate, contact 
the Waynesville AmeriCorps office at (573) 842-2254 or send 
an email to spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

Columbia College Food 
Fight raises nearly 
1,000 pounds of food 

Building 470
Room 2116- 80 lbs
Room 2110 - 242 lbs
Room 1202 - 30 lbs
Room 2107- 66 lbs
Room 2105 42 lbs

Peter and Hyon Hiltner donated $1,000 to Snack in a 
Pack to help provide meals for the approximately 675 
Waynesville R-VI students participating in the Snack 
in a Pack program. Snack in a Pack provides food for 
students during weekends and holidays to students 
who might otherwise go hungry. 



The Waynesville JROTC Drill Team took 2nd place overall and 1st 
place overall in the Armed Division in the first competition of the 2022-
2023 drill season on Dec. 2, 2022, at MMA in Mexico, Mo.

The overall results are as follows:
2nd Place Overall
1st Place Overall in the Armed Division
3rd Place Overall in the Unarmed Category

The specific event results are as follows:
1st Place New Cadet - Led by Cadet Kaden Crone
1st Place in Armed Regulation - Led by Jennifer Boyd
1st Place Armed Exhibition Dual - Zachary Remedies and David 
     Bennett
2nd Place Unarmed Color Guard - Led by Avery Higdon
2nd Place Unarmed Regulation - Led by Annalyse Rivera
2nd Place New Cadet - Led by Nathaniel Copeland
3rd Place Armed Exhibition - Led by David Bennett
3rd Place Unarmed Exhibition - Led by Skylar Ringo

JROTC takes 2nd overall at Mexico meet



AmeriCorps members at Freedom Elementary Club Tiger have decorated the bulletin board for the winter season

More information 
on volunteering in the 
Waynesville R-VI School 
District is at https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/site/
default.aspx?PageID=6889.

The volunteer background 
check form may be 
downloaded by going to 
https://www.waynesville.k12.
mo.us/cms/lib/MO01910216/
Centricity/Domain/1208/
Front%20and%20Back%20
of%20Volunteer%20
Application%2022-23%20
SY.pdf

Please note that the form 
may take up to two weeks or 
more for processing by the 
state.

The Waynesville R-VI 
Community Resource Office 
is located at 12225 Pulaski 
Ave. on Fort Leonard Wood. 
The phone number is 573-
842-2250. The office also 
may be reached by emailing 
community@waynesville.
k12.mo.us. 

Volunteer opportunities in the school district



The Route 66 Shootout will be held Dec. 16 and 17, 
2022, at Waynesville High School with eight teams 
playing seven games over the two-day event.

Admission is $10 per person for the weekend or $6 
per day.  All tickets may be purchased at the door.  All 
individuals over age 5 will need to purchase tickets, 
including senior citizens and staff with athletic passes, as 
these are not regular season games.

Friday, Dec. 16:
4 p.m. Waynesville girls vs. Roosevelt/Carnahan girls
5:30 p.m. Poplar Bluff boys vs. Blue Knights boys
7 p.m. Waynesville boys vs. Roosevelt/Carnahan boys

Saturday, Dec. 17:
11 a.m. Rolla girls vs. Roosevelt/Carnahan girls
12:30 p.m. Waynesville girls vs. Joplin girls
2 p.m. Blue Knights boys vs. Roosevelt/Carnahan 
    boys
3:30 p.m. Waynesville boys vs. Poplar Bluff boys

Route 66 Shootout to be held Dec. 16-17

Sixth Grade Center staff members receive praise
Superintendent Hilary Bales 

praised the Waynesville Sixth 
Grade Center staff members 
during their Super Session on 
Dec. 5, 2022, for: 

• Hosting Leader In Me 
student-led parent-teacher 
conferences. Students and 
their parents provided 
positive feedback about 
the experience

• forming the HOPE 
Squad, which works 
to create a safe school 
school environment by 
promoting connectedness, 
supporting anti-bullying, 
encouraging mental 
wellness, reducing 
mental health stigmas, 
and preventing substance 
misuse. Members of the 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Leadership Pulaski 
County mentioned how 
impressed they were by 
the Hope Squad

• continuing to help 
students learn every day


